
 

 

 

 
 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE Meditation on “Divinum mysterium” — Nancy Hill Cobb Mark Cole, organ 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: You, who are many, are transformed to 

become one in Christ. 

All:  We, who are many, are called to worship God, 

the Three in One. 

One: Let us worship God. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on REGENT SQUARE, “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” (page 6 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Confident in this ever-gracious, never-failing help, 

we come before the Lord, confessing our sin and seeking forgiveness. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Forgiving God, 

we confess that we are conformed to this world. 

We conform to this world’s frantic pace, 

too hectic to notice all the blessings you provide. 

We conform to this world’s reckless waste, 

exploiting what you entrust to our care. 

We conform to this world’s shallow values, 

oblivious to the giftedness of people different from us. 

We conform to this world’s impatient attitudes, 

preferring the latest instead of the lasting. 

Forgive our conformity and transform us, O God. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, 

we would now be lost in sin. 

But it is the Lord who is on our side. 

And so we are forgiven. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy and loving God: 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

renew our minds and hearts 

so we may discern your will 

and respond in faith. 

We pray in the name of your Son, our Savior. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 

you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, 

and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 

us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING  
 

ANTHEM  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” — Clara H. Fiske Scott Bud Miller, tenor 
 

SERMON  “One Body in Christ” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on LIFT EVERY VOICE, “Lift Every Voice” (pages 7-8 below) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Voluntary in F — George Blake Mark Cole, organ 
 

 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to 

a pastor. Contact information is below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR AUGUST 23: 

Prelude – Meditation on “Divinum mysterium,” Nancy Hill Cobb 

Meditation is based on the plainsong chant “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”. Plainsong is a body of chants 

used in the liturgies of the Western Church. Plainsong is monophonic, consisting of a single, unaccompanied 

melodic line. Nancy Hill Cobb (b.1951) is Associate Provost for Faculty at the University of Northern Iowa. 

She holds the Bachelor of Music in composition from Oklahoma Baptist University, the Master of Music in 

composition from Michigan State University and the Doctor of Musical Arts in composition from the 

University of Oklahoma. 
 

“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation.” (REGENT SQUARE)  

Henry T. Smart (1813–1879) originally composed REGENT SQUARE for Horatius Bonar’s (1808–1889) 

doxology, “Glory Be to God the Father,” but the melody is probably best known for its wedding to “Angels 

from the Realms of Glory.” This morning, we meditate on yet a third text associated with this tune, “Christ is 

Made the Sure Foundation.” This text expounds upon the way that God cares for the church. Fittingly, it ends 

with a doxology in stanza four, listing and praising each member of the Godhead by name. 
 

Anthem – Open My Eyes, That I May See,” Clara H. Fiske Scott  

Clara H. Fiske Scott (1841 – 1897) wrote both the words and the music to “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 

in 1895, two years before her death. She was an American composer, hymnwriter, and publisher, and she 

was the first woman to publish a volume of anthems, the Royal Anthem Book (1882). We welcome Bud 

Miller this morning as he offers his rendition of this hymn. 
 

“Lift Every Voice” (LIFT EVERY VOICE) 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” was authored in 1900 by James Weldon Johnson (1871–1938), an American 

author, educator, lawyer, diplomat, songwriter, and civil rights activist. It was performed first as a poem as 

part of a celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, and it was set to music by Johnson’s brother  

J. Rosamond Johnson (1873 – 1954) in 1905. In 1919, the NAACP dubbed this hymn the “Black national 

anthem” for its part in calling for liberation and affirmation for African-American people.   
 

Postlude – Voluntary in F, George Blake 

Voluntary in F is a stately composition written in the late-romantic 19th-century organ style. The work 

makes use of full organ. George Blake was a professional organist from the age of 14. Blake lived in Nutley, 

New Jersey, working in the garden state and New York. He composed many works for organ during his long 

life. His most popular works are his postludes in the romantic style of the late nineteenth century. Blake’s 

style possesses an unmatched grandeur and majesty.   
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING continues in the church parking lot each week between 11 and noon on 

Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR DRIVE-THROUGH DONATIONS! You are helping to 

sustain many of our neighbors. Continuing needs are 10-pound bags of rice or beans, peanut butter, tuna, 

sauce, adult diapers – medium or large, feminine hygiene pads, bar soap, and toothpaste. And don’t forget 

bags: paper grocery bags to reinforce the plastic one and newspaper sleeves for hygiene products. Since the 

pandemic first hit our area in March, St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic has given away 1,500 bags of food. 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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NEXT REQUEST – NEW BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Even though the COVID 

situation makes back-to-school plans fluid, the annual backpack and school supply collection will continue. 

The Mission Committee is collecting for kids served by Camden Community Center and by St. Wilfrid’s. 

Look for sales when you shop and drop supplies off at the church drive through on Sundays, 11-noon. 
 

• Erasers 

• Colored Pencils 

• Crayons 

• Glue Stick 

• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 

• 3-Ring Binders – 1˝ or 1 ½ ˝ 

• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide Rule 

• Calculator 

• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 

• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt tips 

• Pocket Folders 

• Composition Notebooks 

• Tissue Packets 

• Backpacks (the biggest need for 

backpacks is Grades 3-8 
 

CALLING ALL RISING 9TH GRADERS! While we are working out how to best hold Confirmation 

Class during COVID, we want to make sure we keep all Confirmands and their parents current with 

decisions as they happen. Please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to 

receive the communications for the upcoming 2020-2021 Confirmation Year. 
 

HELP WANTED IN CONNECTING MEMBERS! Would you be willing to take an iPad or other device 

to the home of a member who has no internet access? We are looking for folks who could sit – properly 

distanced – with a fellow member for an hour each week to share the Sunday worship service. All services 

are archived and download-able, so availability on Sunday mornings is not a requirement. If you are 

interested in connecting in this way, please contact Donna George, Donna.George@jefferson.edu, 856-857-

7795. And if you know someone who would like to be on the receiving end of such a digital partnership, let 

Donna know as well. Thank you! 
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS ARE ON! On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be outside 

the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them for 

anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” To book your 30-minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the 

church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, August 25, the focus is on Romans 12:9-21. Here's the 

Zoom link — hope to see you there!  
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 

Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 – The Family Pandemic 

Group returns on Wednesday, August 26th, at 8:00 p.m., to continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of 

Imperfection. This study will help us grow in discerning the difference between selfishness and self-love, 

provide tools to engage in practices that exhibit self-love, and most importantly – we will learn how to unhook 

ourselves from the oppressive structure of perfectionism. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the 

Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:Donna.George@jefferson.edu
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751699836?pwd=c2RJeEVobEM2YnhkVGhiL2RqRXZsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! Do you have a passion for racial justice? We need you! We are 

brainstorming and mapping out next steps to engage our congregation in thoughtful initiatives that will 

begin to address structural racism. Please contact Becky Bryan if you are interested in being a part of this 

denomination-wide effort: rebeccabryan@me.com or 856-986-8594.  

 Justice and Advocacy members and church committee chairs are looking for ways to integrate Matthew 

25 work into the life of our congregation. Since we are focusing on dismantling structural racism, we are 

asking ourselves: what will we do personally? What will we do as committees? And what will we do as a 

whole church community? At the recent Matthew 25 event, the metaphor of a highway was shared, with the 

highway being the work of racial justice. Some are already in the fast lane. Some are just entering the on-

ramp. And some aren’t ready to drive on the highway yet. We invite you to reflect on where you are 

“driving” regarding racial justice work as we continue to prepare our first initiatives. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 (and Doug’s Bible study on Aug. 25): Romans 12:9-12 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 

patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 

be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

 

 

 
 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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